PLACES OF INTEREST IN AND AROUND CLARENS
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Clarens 
1. 
Walks

Starting from Fairview Cottages, there are several walks along the brook or in the surrounding hills. The walk along the brook that leads up all the way to the Kloof starts less that 50m from our front gate. There are 2 walks into the hill that start approximately 150m from our gate. There are several walks in the Kloof, as well as a dam with water clean enough for a swim.

To walk up to the Smiley Face (an emoji painted on a Telkom reflector on Mount Horeb), drive to the top of Mountain Estate (2.5km outside town) and follow the path. This takes about 3 hours to the top.

2.
Activities

Clarens Xtreme (CX) offer several outdoor activities. These include white water rafting, zip lining, quadbiking and mini golf. Their quadbiking is in town.

Outrageous Adventures offer white water rafting, kayaking and abseiling.

Sethuthuthu (5km outside of town towards Bethlehem) offer a great quadbiking experience on the farm, with loads of information about the natural and cultural history of the area.
7km outside of town Bokpoort offers horse riding, archery, maxi golf, hiking and clay pigeon shooting.

Golden Gate National Park is 16km out of town and offers horse riding, 6 beautiful hiking trails and game viewing. It is an incredible birding area.
St Fort, a farm 6km outside town towards Fouriesburg offers great hikes to a cannibal cave and the Mushroom Rock.

3.
Art
Clarens abounds with artists and studios. All of them are within walking distance from Fairview Cottages.
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4.
History and Pre-history

Surrender Hill is the site where the Free State Commandos abandoned their weapons and destroyed them before they surrendered to the British forces in 1900. Approximately 4000 soldiers surrendered in the so-called Brandwater Basin. The site is still scarred by the three craters caused by the explosions.

The Clarens Dinosaur Tour begins with a very comprehensive talk on Geology and Paleontology of the region. It has a great variety of fossils – from teeth, claws and limb bones of the prehistoric giants, to the leaf impressions of ancient ferns – while learning about what the Earth was like during that period and how the different rock layers formed. The talk is followed by a trip to an ancient trackway where the fossilized footprints of dinosaurs can be seen and followed.
The tours are usually from 2 – 2,5 hours long and are suitable for all ages. The walk to and from the footprints is short  (only about 800m) and easy.
5.
Food

Clarens has a large variety of restaurants. Clementine’s (booking essential) is virtually three doors up from Fairview Cottages, while all the others are within easy walking distance. You may want to try Café Moulin where a past winner of the Kokkedoor competition produces some mouth-watering wares. Roter Hahn is typically German, complete with imported beers; Artist’s Café is good for light meals; Grouse and Claret offers wholesome meals with a bar frequented by locals; Gosto’s often has live music and Portuguese fare; Mosaic and Highlander offer pizza; and Highlander also offer a full menu and a whisky bar. The Courtyard Bakery offers quality food and bakes.

Try pancakes from Sugar and Cinnamon on the way to Golden Gate or the interesting wares across the road from Di Rooi Bus.

There are a few delis, coffee shops and a Roadside Diner in Clarens, too.

6.
Drink

The Clarens Brewery is well-known for it’s craft beer and bar food. 

Highland Brewery (on a local farm) sell their beer at the local bottle store (60m from Fairview Cottages).

Highland Coffee Roastery is as good as it gets. Buy some blends for yourself before you leave.

Bottled water and ice can be purchased from two outlets in town. The closest is next to the supermarket, 70m from our front gate.

7.
Church

The Clarens NG Kerk is a replica of a church in Switzerland. It lost its onion-shaped dome on the spire, because it was too strange for local tastes. The garden contains a variety of plants mentioned in the Bible.

Church services are 09:30 (NGKerk) and 11:00 (Methodist/Anglican).

11 churches have formed a union called Combined Churches in Action (CCIA) and their efforts seek to alleviate poverty and distress in the wider community.

More information on all of the above – and more – is obtainable from George and Brenda.
